R

A . _
Ral’LSOpI?{OS7gL;3°r ReleasqpIoRpe/R - CIA

Ashore In Cuba, Escorted

AN 21983

By HELEN DELICH BENTLEY

{Maritime Editori of The Su)
The BRaltimore crew membersy

who manned the ship African Pi-
lot on her recent voyage carrying
ransom medical supplies to Pre-

mier Fidel Castro were “escorte&l" 4

everywhere. they, went, asfiore in
Cuba. .

1f one got up to go to the men’'s
room in a hotel bar, there was

a gentle touch on his arm and]

.an escort went along, according
to Harold Screen, of Fenhurst
‘avenue, one of the two third
mates on the trip.

Charles O'Reilly, of East Balti- 2%

more street, the other third mate
—and one of the three men who

shook hands with Castro—sald 1 }"ﬂgt made fast.

was obvious to him that ‘o5
corts, all trained in the ¥ing ishy
lahguage as well as in Russian,’
were trying to “brainwash us of
the.wonders of the present Cabay
way bflife,”

For this reason, five of thq them to try to complete it in 24i

ship's. officers who met for a

interview upon their return t§

Baltirnore, emphasized the im

norfance of using only America i
' g onty l story because all the cargo was

flag ships manned by responsibl
American seamen to transport th
remainder of the $53,000,000 cury
to-Havana,

08 T -
Most of -the crew aboard the!
nerican-flag freighter was from
izltimore because the ship wasi
k- re at the Bethlehem Key High-
jay Ship Repair Yard undergoing
cactivation ~when she was
ressed in service on this errand
pf mercy.’
¥ The men feturned home Sunday
d Mopday after being paid off
in Norfolk, where the ship re-
tg;‘m@ to complete the deactiva-
gon process’ before being laid up
permpanently in the James River
sesgrydfoct, .
Enagineer ~Faber related that
Castro was on the dock when the
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Cuban Longshorcmen Respond

I e told his longshoremen that,
it had taken the Americans three
days to load the cargo, and he
hoped they couid do better than
that in discharging it. He urged;

hotirs, Faber said.
“Instead they did it in seven-
 teen hours,” the enginecr added.

«Of gourge, it was a different

 there. One of the big delays in
Flarida was assembling the goods.
‘5 toolts three days or «mofe tn

“We were ,surpriséd that theq
Wasi neval sgarch of the shi

‘\afie “We got (here,” Male O'Reil

iboard ~te—try to,be nice to
‘even thetsh we..were only i
icrewmx' 2 ship.””

.. Saome Brought By Plane ’
an Pilet, garried

o znt baby {odds)
Five {reg thousand dogee
georidi af whal . was demang i
€'astea before he released the 1.1
World Airwaydowhgsd*planes a
carried back=>the
vadefs. ‘ !

Pilot had arvived in Havana hir
hor after a 17%%-hour voyage fr

Poit Everglades, Fla,, and Casfo ageoygiugs to William Spearm
€ of+ 680 Martin houtevard and
he- thikd assistan! engineer,

had a chance to look at
cargo aboard that he gave
sign to release the prisoners.
Jules Faber, third engineer, o
1011 Wills avenue, gave the exje

arrival times as 3.5¢ P.M. S 11@@3*1,1?%}?%(15 Weekly Index)|in
) he Havaha, because Panama Had
first planeload of prisoners \as issued such g BALBan againist gny,.

day, December 23. At 5 P.M,

on its way fo Homestead [
Force Base.

said. “lae-fact, they went ovef

of S\'IO,E"O(]",OQU in Log0 TUoai dhe other ships in port weye

S all-of;the longshoremen had hedn

pisonersy was flofn
in December 23 Wy Pan-Americfn
. 0 took @ number of Russians ba
,ﬂ;’lLf‘ated h-

It was gnly after the Africn, Nopwiian

get it all together.
ayirked Like Foothall Team”
urhey worked like a pational;
football team in Cuba. They had;
o gang#to throw in constantly:

e cargh was off. They:
| used deuble gangs in halches and
a_mokile crane at one hatch.

Thers gvere more than 300

- STheére W )
men ysed fot the job.

. (R O . Yhev alsa voticed that the crews
idle. - Whith™would indicate that - wen Ll the crews
€, ahdard the Russian ships were

1 by painting in rowbobty' at night,
iy waking -around thg; clock. The
wineodn Havana it was said, | "hP ::]‘;1; 5}(1113‘ il‘gge :?%%L ‘b((l)onl;s
! a5 5 ibe ks on the dec
the passenger shie WLy fqieq i) of the cargoe
© [Castro Helped Radio Officer
oble Fox, of 3314 G»;‘ééﬂnmad1
one Swedish, 0 e 10 whq was the radio oﬁeratori
- Ponanicn,  lwo  Greck, o ¢/on |the African Pilot, said it was|
- Lehahete, and one Fasl Germ £ first time in.his. many years

n, 2t fea that he was ahle.Ja keep’
hisJradio open i port, "

T 10141 ey ulations forbid:

, he said, siro said there

o Wopld be qﬁ,g,mblgmlf the skipper

eep the radio open for

ot contact. to and from the

ed States. .
ras open 80 per cent of t
e in Havana, Mr. Fox said

d*to the African Pilat
were six modern Russign| bl
)

Gther Ships In Havana
In sddition, there were ope:

7 The crew members express
[ particular Bitiprise at seeing
t Panamariaf-flag Tampica ¢ otld.

v of it& ships going in Ciba.
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